Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 


Message Text 

CONFIDENTIAL 

PAGE 01 LIBREV 02077 111036Z 
ACTION AF-10 

INFO OCT-01 EA-07 10-13 ISO-OO CIAE-00 DODE-OO PM-05 
H-01 INR-07 L-03 NSAE-00 NSC-05 PA-01 PRS-01 
SP-02 SS-15 USIA-06 AID-05 TRSE-00 /082 W 

090073 112057Z/62 

R 111015Z AUG 77 
FM AMEMBASSY LIBREVILLE 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 9816 
INFO AMEMBASSY KINSHASA 
AMEMBASSY NAIROBI 
AMEMBASSY SEOUL 
USMISSION USUN NEW YORK 

CONFIDENTIAL LIBREVILLE 2077 

E.O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS: OVIP, PFOR, KS, GB 

SUBJECT: ROK FONMIN VISITS GABON 

REF: SEOUL 6207 

1 . ROK FONMIN PAK TONG-CHIN PAID EXPECTED VISIT TO GABON 
AUGUST 8-10, HIGHLIGHTED BY ONE HOUR MEETING WITH PRESDIENT 
BONGO AND INCLUDING SESSIONS WITH SEVERAL MINISTERIRES AND 
LUNCHEON OFFERED BY FOREIGN MINISTER. 

2. ACCORDING TO BOTH KOREAN AMBASSADOR KIM AND MEMBERS OF 
PARTY, FONMIN WAS EXTREMELY PLEASED AT RESULTS OF MEETING WITH 
BONGO, WHO REAFFIRMED GOG SUPPORT FOR ROK EFFORTS AT PEACEFUL 
REUNIFICATION OF KOREA AND FOR ROK POSITIONS IN INTERNATIONAL 
FORA. FONMIN MARITN BONGO MADE SAME POINTS IN LUNCHEON TOAST, 

AND ADDED COLOR TO VISIT BY DECORATION HIS VISITING COUNTER- 
PART WITH GABON'S ORDER OF EQUATORIAL STAR. 

3. VISIT PROVIDED OCCASION FOR BONGO TO PROVIDE 

ROK WITH REASSURANCE IT HAS BEEN SEEKING RE GABONESE 
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STEADFASTNESS EVER SINCE PRESIDENT RETURNED FROM HIS 
VISIT TO PYONGYANG WITH OFFERS OF DPRK ASSISTANCE. 

BONGO'S EARLIER PREOCCUPATION WITH OAU SUMMIT HAD LED 
HIM TO PUT OFF REPEATED REQUESTS FOR AUDIENCE FROM 
ROK AMBASSADOR, EVIDENTLY CAUSING CONCERN IN SEOUL 
REGARDING GABONESE INTENTIONS. FROM ALL INDICATIONS, 

PRESIDENT HAS NOW LAID ROK FEARS TO REST AND CONVINCED 
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HIS VISITORS THAT GOG WILL REMAIN FAITHFUL BAKCER OF 
ROK CAUSE. STEIGMAN 

CONFIDENTIAL 
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